
        

Does your child have a public library card? Use the link below 

to check it out!  https://library.loudoun.gov  
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Happy New Year! 

We enter 2024 with excitement about all our students have learned so far this 

year.  We appreciate your support and partnership as we enter this new year.   

Here are a few requests to help the new year go smoothly. 

*Please continue to work with your child in his/her homework notebook.  Also, 

please review and practice the UFLI focus phonics skill and the weekly heart 

words.  

*Please ensure your child’s Chromebook is charged and ready to go daily.  This is 

a huge help! 

During January, we will be administering some standardized tests.  We will 

administer the mid-year Valls Assessment, which help us support each 

individual’s literacy.  In addition, we will again administer the math portion of the 

MAP assessment. 
 

Reading Workshop/Phonics 

The First Graders have worked very hard as non-fiction readers in Reading Workshop.   

We love seeing their natural curiosity for the world! In phonics, we continue to learn 

about letters and their sounds.  We have studied and practiced reading and writing 

words with th, sh, wh, ch, ph, ng, and nk.  Wow!  We will next learn all about the 

sneaky Silent E!  Click here for a fun song about Silent E. 

Writing Workshop 

Our reading and writing units go hand in hand this month. During Writing Workshop, 

we will begin our nonfiction writing unit.  Our writers will be learning how to research 

a topic of interest.  Then they will be creating a book about that topic.   

Math 

The students will be working on strategies to help them grow as mathematicians.  We 

will continue learning about patterns We will learn to identify, describe, extend and 

create repeating and growing patterns.  We continue to use vocabulary such as 

greater than, less than, how many more, and how many less.  In addition, we are 

always looking for math all around us.  Try this at home!  

Social Studies/Science 

This month we will continue our science unit about animals.  This will align nicely with 

our non-fiction writing unit!  You can support this at home!  Is there an animal you see 

frequently in your neighborhood?  What can you learn about it?  How does it survive 

in winter?  In Social Studies we will finish our Virginia Landforms unit.  We will also learn 

about being a good citizen.  We will learn about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and 

discuss how he was an example of a good citizen. 

 

Upcoming Events 

January 2 – First day back after 

winter break 

January 15– MLK day – no school  

January 19 – End of 2nd grading 

period 

January 22 – student holiday 

 

Challenge! 

➢ How many words with a 

silent e can you find in your 

bedtime story book? 

➢ Hunt for blends!  Open your 

pantry and take out some 

boxes.  Can you find words 

with blends? (black beans) 

Digraphs? (Cheerios) There is 

a list of blends and digraphs 

in the homework 

notebook.😊 

➢ Say and write the names of 

all your family members.  

How many syllables does 

each name have?  How 

many syllables are in your 

name altogether? 

➢ Dinner table fun – have your 

student create a story 

problem for you.  (If I make 8 

biscuits and you ate 4 of 

them, how many are left?) 

➢ We have 8 spoons in our 

drawer.  There are 7 forks.  

How many utensils are there 

all together?  How many 

more spoons do we have 

than forks?  Can you make a 

graph showing all the 

different eating utensils we 

have in the drawer? 

 

 

https://library.loudoun.gov/
https://live.myvrspot.com/iframe?v=fYzU5ZjBkYmY1MTQyODE4MzcyYmFjZDk3MWI0ZWQxMzQ

